(14) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME INTELLECTUALLY? Part 1

    It must be clearly understood that in this study we are being in no way anti-intellectual, but nevertheless, it is a clear fact of scripture that mental ability, an advanced education, or a high IQ, are of absolutely no value in coming to know God, and are of very little use in serving him, and no help at all in growing as a child of God.

    In fact, it would appear to be very clear in the Word that, instead of being a help, they’re more of a hindrance, in much the same way as wealth.

(1) Matt.19:23-26 Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven, Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, that for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying, “Then who can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

    Intellectual prowess, or a very high educational standard, which, at very best is worldly, cannot help us in our search for true wisdom.

(2) 1Cor.2:1-8 “When I came to you brethren, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified! And I was with you in weakness, and in much fear and trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit, and of power, that you faith might but rest in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

    Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age, or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages, for our glorification. None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”

    If this were not so, why would the questions be raised in;
(3) 1Cor.1:20-25 “Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through its wisdom, it pleased God, through the folly of what we preach, to save those who believe! 

    For Jews demand signs, and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to the Jews, and folly to the Gentiles. But to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ, the power of God, and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”

    One again, Jesus makes this thought very clear in;
(4) Mat.11:25-27 Jesus said, “Thank you Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding, and revealed them to babes. Yes Father, for such was your gracious will! 

    All things have been delivered to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; and no one knows the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

    As we can see so clearly in the world around us, the most important basis for the acceptance of a supposed fact is the question, ‘Is it scientifically proven?’ This stands out when we look at the ‘theory of evolution,’ because, what was put forward as a theory, is now generally accepted by intelligent people as a proven fact, even though any such ‘proof’ is also nothing more than a theory put forward by man.
    At the same time there has been a general rejection of the historically proven statements of our God’s Word on, for example, the discipline of children, which we’ll look at later. Mind you, this is no longer just a rejection, but a downright outlawing of those proven truths; proven by history, and upheld by the absolute mess we now see all around us, which is a direct result of man’s fanciful theories.

    The consequences of these theories are laid out for us in;
(5) Rom.1:18-23 “For the wrought of God is revealed from heaven against all the ungodliness and wickedness of men who by their wickedness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the world, his invisible nature, that is, his eternal power and deity, has been clearly seen in the things he has created, so they are without excuse. 

    Though they knew God, they did not honor him as God, or thank him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their senseless minds were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man, or birds, or animals, or reptiles.”
     There are not many worldly wise people who are chosen by God, because man’s wisdom so very often rejects simple faith in the truth of God’s Word, especially as shown in Jesus Christ on Calvary. So read in;
(6) 1Cor.1:26-31 “Consider you call brethren, not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth, but God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are nothing, to bring to nothing those who think they are something, so that no human being might boast in his presence.

    He is the source of our life in Christ Jesus, whom he has made to be our wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctification, and our redemption. Therefore, as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast of the Lord.”

    Of course there are some exceptions to this, but only among those who are humble enough to learn from believers who are Spirit filled, and equipped with the wisdom of God’s Word. We see this demonstrated in;

(7) Acts18:24-28 “A Jew, named Apollo, an eloquent man, well versed in the scriptures, who had been instructed in the way of the Lord; being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Pricilla and Aquila heard him, they took him and expounded the way of God more accurately. And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him, and wrote to the disciples to receive him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had believed, for he powerful confuted the Jews in public, showing by the scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.”

    And in;
(8) Acts 18:26 “Apollo began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Pricilla and Aquila heard him, they took him and expounded the way of God more accurately to him.”

    Then we turn to Paul, who is often described as a great scholar, even though he clearly regarded his learning as more of a hindrance than anything else. He was, as we Aussies would put it, ‘A tradie,’ not a university graduate. We see him described as a tent maker, and as many people of that time and place lived in tents, that trade is surely the equivalent of today house builder. He even uses that analogy to describe his work.
(9) Acts 18:1-3 “Paul left Athens and went to Corinth, and he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, lately come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, and because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them, and they worked, for by trade they were tent makers.”

(10) 1Cor.3:10 “According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and others are building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it.”
    As I said earlier, the conflict between God's wisdom and man’s can be very clearly seen in the world’s very different attitudes to the disciplining of children, the treatment of criminals, and moral standards.

(10) Pro.13:24 “He who spares the rod, hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him.”
 (12) Pro.22:15 “Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far from him.”

(13) Pro.23:13-14 “Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you beat him with the rod, he will not die. If you beat him with the rod, you will save his soul from Sheol.”
But to use the rod at all is now a crime under man’s laws.
    One of the greatest problems in this area is the habit of not differentiating between discipline and punishment. Even though the same actions may be taken in both cases, yet discipline is always for training, motivated by a genuine caring for the one disciplined, whereas punishment is the penalty for a wrong done, or in many cases, for the working off of frustrations on the part of the punisher.

    Sadly, because of the abuses which have occurred, and are continuing to occur, the proverbial ‘baby has been thrown out with the bathwater.’ Many of those who have been physically abused have jumped at the chance to get rid of the rod of discipline, which they hate so much.
    Again, sadly, many church members have gone the same way, turning their backs on God’s Word, and embracing man’s ideas and values. Yet, all around us we can see, provided we’ll look, the living proof of the truth of;
 (14) Pro.29:15 “The rod and reproof bring wisdom, but a child left to himself will bring shame to his mother.”

    Then we come to our legal system’s approach to dealing with those who have committed serious crimes; the softly, softly approach. But the Word tells us in;
(11) Pro.20:30 “Blows that wound cleans from evil, strokes make clean the innermost parts.”

And again in;
(16) Ecc.8:11 “Because sentence against an evil deed is not carried out speedily, the heart of the sons of men is fully set to do evil.

    And this is so is clearly laid out for us in;
(15) Rom.1:26-32 “Because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator -- God gave them up to dishonourable passions. Their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural, and the men gave up natural relations with women, and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameful acts with men, and receiving in their own persons the due penalty for their error.

    And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a base mind and improper conduct. They were filled with all manner of wickedness, evil, covetousness, and malice. Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malignity, they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Though they know God’s decree that those who do such things deserve to die, they not only do them, but approve of those who practice them.”

(15) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME INTELLECTUALLY? Part 2

    The stark contrast between God's wisdom; which is based on faith in the truth of his Word, and begins with the holy fear of the Lord; the contrast between that and man's wisdom; which is based on his own academic and scientific knowledge; is clearly shown in;

(1) Is. 55:8-9 “Your thoughts are not my thoughts, neither are my ways, your ways, says the Lord; for as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.”

And we’re shown how to procure God’s wisdom in;
(2) Jas.1:5-8 “If anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like the wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways, will receive anything from the Lord.” 

    And we see how essential a humble spirit is, if we are to acquire that wisdom, in;
(2) Acts.18:24-28 “A Jew, named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, well versed in the scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 

    He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him, and expounded the way of God more accurately. And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him, and wrote to the disciples to receive him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who, through grace, had believed, for he powerfully confuted the Jews in public, showing by the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.”

    The result of rejecting God's wisdom; which comes about when man thinks he has the answers in himself; can be seen all around us in the world, and is very clearly laid out in the Word.
(3) Rom.1:22-23 “Claiming to be wise, they became fools, exchanging the glory of the immortal God for images.”
For us today, those are more often images of personal wealth, success, power, glory, academic achievement, and then there are entertainers (pop idols), sporting achievers (also idolised), and so on.

    But we read about God’s wisdom, in;
(4) Pro.1:20-33 “Wisdom cries aloud in the street; in the markets she raises her voice; on the top of the walls she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:

    How long simple ones will you love being simple? How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate knowledge?

    Give heed to my reproof, and I will pour out my thoughts to you; I will make my words known to you. Because I have called and you refused to listened, have stretched out my hand, but no one has heeded, and you have ignored all my council, and would have none of my reproof, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when panic strikes you, when panic strikes you like a storm, and calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you.

    Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently, but will not find me, because they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the Lord; would have none of my council, and despised all my reproof; therefore they shall eat the fruit of their ways, and be sated with their own devices.

    For the simple are killed by their turning away, and the complacency of fools destroys them, but he who listens to me will dwell secure and will be at ease, without dread of evil.” 

    Then we have God's view of man's wisdom clearly laid out for us in the scriptures also. We see in;
(5) 1Cor.3:18-21 “Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness.” And again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” So let no one boast of men.”

    We’re also told by God that man can’t find wisdom by himself;
(6) Job 28:12-13 “But where shall wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding? Man doe not know the way to it, and it is not found in the land of the living.”
    Again we see that true wisdom is found in only one place.

(7) Job 28:20-21 “Where does wisdom come from? And where is the place of understanding? It is hidden for the eyes of all living, and concealed from the birds of the air.”
(8) Job 28:23 “God understands the way to it, and he knows its place.”

(9) Job 28:28 “God said to man, “The fear of the Lord; that is wisdom; and to depart from evil, that is understanding!”

    As we’ve already seen, God’s wisdom is found in only one way, by asking him for it, in faith. Remember;
(10) Jas.1:5-8 “If anyone lacks wisdom, let him as God, who gives to all men generously, and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask without doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, tossed and driven by the wind. Such a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways, must not expect to receive anything from the Lord.”

    We find out who the source of wisdom is in;
(11) 1Cor.1:30 “God is the source of our life in Christ Jesus, whom he has made to be our wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctification, our redemption.”

    The ability to understand true wisdom comes only through the Spirit of God. He opens our minds to understand his Word; and it certainly is not found through our own intellectual prowess.

(12) Ps.119:18 “Open my eyes Lord, that I may see wonderful things out of your law.” (Word)
(13) Ps.119:32 “I will run in the way of your commandments when you enlarge my understanding.”

    It’s vital that we really think about what our God says; and I don’t mean we’re to try to figure it out ourselves: Instead, we find our God’s wisdom by letting his Word have his way in our lives.
(14) 2Pet.1:20-21 “First of all you must understand this, that no prophesy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no prophesy ever came by the impulse of men, but men, moved by the Holy Spirit, spoke from God.”

    The Word of God does its own work in us as we see in;

(15) Heb.4:12-13 “The Word of God is living and active, sharper than a two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and revealing the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all are open and laid bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to deal.”

    And it will do so, if we are obedient to;
(15) Ps.119:97-105 “O how I love your law. It is my meditation all the day. 

Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is always with me. 

I have more understanding than my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation. 

I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts. 

I hold back my foot from every evil way, in order to keep your Word. 

I do not turn aside from your ordinances, for you have taught me. 

How sweet are your words to my mouth, sweeter than honey to my taste? 

Through your precepts I get understanding, therefore I hate every false way. 

Your Word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.”

    Like everything to do with the work of our God’s Word in us, this is also pro-active. But for his Word to do his work in us, we must first take that Word into our hearts and minds. Take it in, and treasure it up as something very precious to us. This is precisely what Satan failed to do.

(17) Jh.8:44 “Satan did not abide in the truth, because the truth way never in him.”

(18) Jh.17:17 “God’s Word is truth.”
    But we must not fail. Remember, that Word is our life!
(16) Pro.2:1-12 “My son, if you receive my words, and treasure up my commandments within you, making your ear attentive to wisdom, and inclining your heart to under-standing; 

If you cry out for insight, and raise your voice for under-standing; 

If you seek it like silver, and search for it as for hidden treasure; 

Then you will understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord gives wisdom, from his mouth comes knowledge and understanding; 

He stores up sound wisdom for the upright. He is a shield to those who walk in integrity, guarding the paths of justice, and preserving the way of his saints.

    Then you will understand righteousness, justice and equity, every good path; 

For wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 

Discretion will watch over you; understanding will guard you, delivering you from the way of evil, from men of perverted speech.”

    Think over, and obey what the Word says in;
(17) 2Tim.2:7 “Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.”

    This is how we begin to grow to maturity. And so, being of one heart, soul, and mind with all other true children of our God and Father, we can have fulfilled in us the words of.
(18) Phil. 3:15 “Let those who are mature be of this mind, and if in anything you are of another mind, God will reveal that to you also.”

(16) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME INTELLECTUALLY? Part 3

    The only true spiritual wisdom comes to us as a blessing from God. And this is clearly shown to us in;

(1) Pro.8:4-9 Wisdom says, “To you O men I call, and my cry is to the sons of men. Simple ones, learn prudence! Foolish men, pay attention! 

Hear, for I speak noble things, and from my lips will come what is right; for my mouth will utter truth; wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 

All the words of my mouth are righteous; there is nothing wicked or crooked in them. 

They are all straight to him who understands, and right to those who find knowledge.”

    And who is this wisdom, but Jesus Christ, God’s Word to us;

(2) 1Cor. 1:30 “God is the source of our life in Christ Jesus, whom he has made to be our wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctification, and our redemption.”    

So, whenever wisdom speaks, it’s the Spirit of Christ speaking.

    With that in mind, let’s look at; 

(3) Pro.8:32-36 “My sons; listen to me; happy are those who keep my ways. 

Hear instruction and be wise, and do not neglect it.

Happy is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting beside my doors.

For he who finds me, finds life and obtains favour from the Lord;

But he who misses me, injures himself, and all who hate me love death.”

“If you seek me you will find me!”
    Remember;
(3) Ecc.9:16-18 “But I say that wisdom is better than might; though the poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not heeded.

The words of the wise heard in quietness are better than the shouting of a ruler among fools. 

Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one sinner destroys much good.”
    We need to have the Word fulfilled in us; the Word we read in;
(4) Eph1:16-19 “I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in knowing him. Having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the working of his great might.”

    God has given us certain guidelines for wisdom, first, humility and understanding, which can only come by revelation from God, through Jesus Christ;

(5) Jer.9:23-24 “Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, nor the mighty man in his might, nor the rich man in his riches, but let him who glories, glory in this, that he knows and understands me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice and righteousness in the earth, for I delight in these things, says the Lord.”
    The second guideline is, knowing the Father and the Son;
(6) John.17:3 “This is eternal life; that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”
    The third guideline is a holy fear of the Lord, leading to obedience to his Word;
(7) Ecc.12:13-14 “The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God, and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.”
    And our God’s guidelines on how we should use our intellect to think of ways to acquire his wisdom are found in many places in the scriptures. We’ll begin with ‘care of the brethren’;
(8) Heb.l0:24 “Let us consider how to stir one another up to love and good works.”
    Then we look willingly bearing his cross sharing in his sufferings;
(9) Heb.12:3 “Consider him who endured such hostility from sinners against himself, so that you may not grow weary or faint-hearted.”
    Always remembering what he has done for us;
(10) 1Sam.12:24 “Fear the Lord, and serve him faithfully with all your heart, for consider what great things he has done for you.”
    And also by learning from our mistakes;
(11) Hag.1:4-6 “Is this a time for you to dwell in panelled houses, while my house lies in ruins? Now the Lord says, “Consider how you have fared, for you have sown much, and harvested little; you eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill; you clothe yourself, but you are never warm; you earn wages to put them into a bag with holes.”
    But all of this is absolutely of no use unless we’ve got the right foundation laid in us;
(12) Hag.2:18-19 “Consider from this day onward, the day that the foundation of the temple was laid. Consider; is the seed still in the barn? Do the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree still yield nothing? From this day on I will bless you.
    We must trust in the Lord first, in every situation, and never allow this to be an afterthought; a last resort;
(13) Mat.6:28-29 “Why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow. They neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.”
    We must lay up the Word in our hearts and minds, and we must speak it, especially to ourselves;
    (14) Josh.1:8 “This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, that you may be careful to do all that is written in it; for then you shall make your way prosper, and you shall have good success.”
    We must develop the habit of thinking about what the Lord has done for us, both personally, but equally importantly, what he has done for all his people;
(15) Ps.143:5 “I remember the days of old, I meditate on all that you have done; I muse on what your hands have wrought.”
    And we must never forget the warning of;
(16) Is.1:18-20 “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord; though you sins are as red as scarlet, I will make them as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall become like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the fat of the land. But if you refuse, and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
(17) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME FINANCIALLY? Part 1

    We may not all be aware that in the Word of God our relationship with him is compared to the Christian marriage relationship, as we see in;
(1) Rev.19:7-10 “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult, and give glory to him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. It was granted to her to be clothed in fine linen, pure and bright.” And the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.

    The angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophesy.”

    Again we see in;
(2) Rev.21:9-10 “Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and he spoke to me saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And in the Spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain, and he showed the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.”

    And we read in;
(3) Eph.5:22 “Wives, be subject to your husbands, as to the Lord.”
    Then in;
(4) Eph.5:25 “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church, and gave himself up for her.”
    Now to one of the clearest references in the bible to the marriage relationship’s spiritual significance;
(5) Eph.5:31-32 “A man shall leave his father and mother, and be joined to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is a profound one, and I am saying it refers to Christ and the church.”
    And just as two people who truly love each other are not interested in the possessions of the other, so our God - who loved us so much that he sent Jesus Christ to die in our place that we might live with him forever - is not interested in our possessions, but in our attitude to them.
(6) 1Jn.2:15 “Do not love the world, or the things of the world. If anyone loves the world, love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, are not of the Father, but are of the world. And the world passes away, and its lusts with it, but those who do the will of the God abide for ever.”
    Now to how our being a Christian affects us financially! Not only does our God and Father love us, as we’ve just seen, but he is the one who owns everything. We read in;
(7) Ps.50:10-11 “Every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. I know all the birds of the air, and all that moves in the field is mine.”
(8) Hag.2:8 “The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord.”

    On top of that, everything we have, comes from his hand;
(9) 1Chron.29:14-16 “Who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly? For everything comes from you, and we give you what is yours; for we are strangers before you, and sojourners, as all our fathers were. Our days on earth are like a shadow, and there is no abiding. O Lord our God, all this abundance which we have provided for building a house for your holy name, comes from your hand, and is all your own.”
    God is not interested in our paltry possessions, or our legalistic 10%, because, as we’ve just seen, everything is already his. So, because it’s all his, and we are now his children; through Jesus Christ only; therefore, everything he has is available to us, AS, AND WHEN HE KNOWS WE NEED IT, in just the same way that everything we have, as parents, is available to our children, as and when we know their need. 

    Now, remembering that we’re collectively the bride of our Lord Jesus Christ, we surely can see that when a man and a woman love each other and get married, all their possessions are, or, at least should be, freely given to, and available to, the other person. So, in our relationship with God, he has freely given us all things in Christ Jesus. We read in;
(10) Rom.8:32 “As God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, will he not also give us all things with him?
    And our wholehearted response must surely be that everything we have, and are, is at his disposal, to use in whatever way he chooses. 
(11) 1Cor.6:19-20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own. You were bought with a price, so glorify God in your body.”
    And we must let no one convince us that we have to give God a certain percentage of our goods, since we are no longer under laws which say we must do this or that;
(12) Col.2:8 “See to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy, and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirit of the universe, and not according to Christ.

(13) Col.2:20-22 “If, with Christ, you died to the elemental spirits of the universe, why do you live as though you still belonged to the world? Why do you submit to regulations like, ‘Do not handle.’ ‘Do not taste.’ ‘Do not touch.’ These refer to things which perish as they are used, and these rules are according to human precepts and doctrines.”

    We are not under the law of commandments and ordinances any longer;

(14) Rom.10:4 “Christ is the end of the law, that everyone who has faith may be justified.
    We are under grace; under the law of love; which freely gives all, by surrendering every area of our lives to God, making ourselves, and everything we have, including our finances, freely available to him, by meeting the needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ; 

(15) Acts.4:32-35 “The company of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and none of them said that any of the things they possessed was his own, but they had everything in common. And with great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were possessors of houses or land sold them, and brought the proceeds of what was sold, and laid it at the apostles feet, and distribution was made to anyone who had need.”

    Let us remember here that God’s economics are very different to this world’s, as we read in;
(16) Mk.12:41-44 “Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, and watched as the multitude put money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. And a poor widow came and put in two copper coins, which make a penny. And he called his disciples to him, and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. They all contributed out of their abundance, but she, out of her poverty, has put in everything she has; her whole living.”

    Again we must remember the warnings of;
(17) Mat.25:45 “Truly I say to you, whatever you failed to do for one of these, the least of my brethren, you failed to do for me.”

(18) 1Jn.3:17-18 “If anyone has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or in speech, but in deed and in truth.”
    It is vital that we submit all our business ventures; all our plans; to God, for his approval, or disapproval, always being ready to accept, and implement, any and all changes he may require of us at any time;
(19) Jas.4:13-15 “Come now you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town, and spend a year there, and trade and make gain’, whereas you do not know about tomorrow. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time, and then vanishes! Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord will, we will do this or that.”

    Then, with our God in control, we’ll never fall in the trap we’re warned about in;
(20) Deut.8:17-18 “Beware, lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and my might have gotten me this wealth.’ You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm the covenant which he swore to your fathers, as at this day.”
    Neither will we become partial to the rich or the poor;
(22) Jas.2:1-7 “Brethren, show no partiality as you hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. For if a man with gold rings, and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, and you pay attention to the one who wears the fine cloths, and say, ‘Have a seat here, please,’ while you say to the poor man, ‘Stand there,’ or ‘Sit at my feet,’ have you not made a distinction among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 
    Listen my brethren; has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonoured the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the honourable name which was invoked over you?”

(23) Ex.23:3 “You shall not be partial to the poor in his suit.”

(24) Lev.19:15 “You shall do no injustice in judgment: you shall not be partial to the poor, or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbour.”
(18) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME FINANCIALLY? Part 2

    We begin here by remembering that love of money will destroy us;

(1) 1Tim.6:10 “The love of money is the root of all evil, and it is through this craving that some have wandered from the faith, and pierced their hearts with many pangs.”

(2) Jas.5:1-3 “Come now you rich; weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. Your riches have rotted, and your garments are moth-eaten. Your silver and gold are rusted, and their rust will be evidence against you, and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure for the last days.”

(3) Ecc.5:10 “He who loves money will not be satisfied by it, nor he who loves wealth with gain; this also is vanity.”
    We have no need to be worried about financial matters though; instead we must remember and live, the words of Jesus in:
(4) Mat.6:25-34 “Do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat, or what you shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on. Look at the birds of the air, they neither sow nor reap, nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?

    And which of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his span of life? And why are you anxious about your clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, they neither toil nor spin, yet even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more cloth you, you men of little faith. 

    For the Gentiles seek all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.”

    Therefore, do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the day’s troubles be sufficient for the day.”

(5) Phil.4:6-7 “Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your request be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”

Mind you, this does not entitle us to just stop working in order to pay our way. It only means we must not spend our time and efforts in trying to accumulate wealth for ourselves.

    Our new nature gives us all new attitudes and new riches. But we must put on those attitudes, just like we must put on that new nature we’ve been given, and as we must put on the fruit of the Spirit in us. Our attitude plays a very big part in our financial dealings with the world, as we see in;
(6) Mat.6:19-21 “Do not lay up treasures for yourselves on earth where rust and moth consume, and where thieves break in and steal. But lay up treasures for yourselves in heaven where rust and moth do not consume, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
(7) Jn.6:27 “Do not labour for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of man will give you; for on him the Father has set his seal.”

    It’s so very important for us to remember, and to act on;
(8) Col.3:1-4 “If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things which are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on the things above, not on the things of earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. And when Christ, who is your life, appears, you also will appear with him in glory.”

    We must constantly put off the fears about our financial security; those fears which the flesh tries to stir up in us. And we can do this by putting on faith in the truth of our God’s Word, by speaking that Word to ourselves continually, and emphatically. Remember;
(9) Luke.12:32-34 “Do not fear little flock, for it is the Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Provide yourselves with purses which do not grow old, and with treasure in heaven which does not fail, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
     But in order to do these things we have a very great need to live our lives with a whole new attitude to giving and lending;
(10) Matt. 6:1-4 “Beware of practicing your piety before men, to be seen by them; for then you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So, when you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues, and on the streets, that they may be praised by men. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.”

(11) Luke.6:30-36 “Give to everyone who begs of you; and of him who takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. And as you wish that men would do for you, do so for them.

    If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your heavenly Father is merciful.”

(12) Ex.22:25-27 “If you lend money to any of my people who are poor, you shall not be to him as a creditor, and you shall not exact interest from him. If ever you take your neighbour’s garment in pledge, you shall restore it to him before the sun goes down, for that is his only covering, it is his mantle for his body, in what else will he sleep? And if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.”

    But in order for us to be able to motivate ourselves in this area, we may need to follow the example of real, caring, giving, Christians. We read in;
(13) 2Cor.8:1-4 “We want you to know brethren, about the grace of God which has been shown in the churches in Macedonia. For in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy, and their extreme poverty have over-flown in a wealth of liberality on their part. For they gave according to their means, and beyond their means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly for the favour of taking part in the relief of the saints.”
    As well as all this we must also be aware of our new nature’s attitude to borrowing;
(14) Pro.6:1-5 “My son, if you have become surety for your neighbour, or have given your pledge for a stranger, if you are snared in the words of your lips, caught in the words of your mouth, then do this, and save yourself, for you have come into your neighbours power. Hurry, and pay back your neighbour. Give your eyes no sleep, and your eyelids no slumber, save yourself like a gazelle from the hunter, like a bird from the hand of the fowler!”

(15) Rom.13:8 “Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for he who loves his neighbour has fulfilled the law.”

    Our new nature’s values are most certainly very different to those of the world around us, and that certainly include its monetary values;

(16) 1Pet.5:2 “Tend the flock that is in your charge, not by constraint, but willingly, not for shameful gain, but eagerly.”

(17) 2Cor.8:3-9 “For the Macedonian believers gave according to their means, and beyond their means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly for the favour of taking part in the relief of the saints. And they did this, not as we expected, but first they gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God. Accordingly, we have urged Titus, that as he had already made a beginning, he should also complete this gracious work among you. Now, as you excel in everything; in faith, in utterance, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in your love for us, see that you excel in this gracious work also.

    I say this, not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love is genuine: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that though he was rich, yet for our sake he became poor, so that by his poverty we might become rich.”

    Remember the exhortation of;

(18) 1Cor.10:31-32 “So whether you eat or drink or whatever else you do, do all for the glory of God. Give no offense to Jew or Greek, or to the church of God.”

    And remember also the warnings of;
(19) 1Tim.6:17-19 “As for the rich in this world, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hope on uncertain riches, but on God who richly furnishes us with everything to enjoy. They are to do good, and be rich in good deeds, liberal and generous, thus laying up for themselves a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of life which is life indeed.”
    Because, as we see in;
(20) Pro.11:15 “The righteousness of the blameless keeps his way straight, but the wicked falls by his own wickedness.”
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